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seminar description

At the time of the Anthropocene the global environmental theory challenges us 
to develop new concepts, vocabulary and approaches that foster new thinking 
within Environmental Humanities. The renewed role of science within existing 
paradigms lays the groundwork for “nuclear environmental humanities” (by N. A. 
J. Taylor) in the context of current climate change, political instability and glob-
al governance. The explosion at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant (April 26, 
1986) was a watershed event 
in the Ukrainian ecological 
consciousness formation 
and clarified many aspects of 
diverse “Nature-Human-So-
ciety” relationship. Recon-
sidering various forms of 
“Chernobyl narration” in an 
ecocritical perspective re-
veals the importance of un-
derlying national and trans-
national views on Chernobyl 
disaster and its aftermath which gives a unique way to study how “Chernobyl/
nuclear/apocalyptic” literature contributes to ecological identity formation 
(by M. Thomashow). Shaped by the unique human-environment relationship, 
ecological identity determines the transformations of “Chernobyl” perception 
(S.T.A.L.K.E.R., Chernobyl VR Project) in the virtual space and conditions the ec-
ocritical vision of “nuclear narration” in the various national context settings 
which causes the relations within communities and the global society.
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speakers

Assistant Professor in the History Division of 
the Technical University Eindhoven (TU/e). She 
received her PhD from the European Universi-
ty Institute in Florence (Italy) in 2014. Her thesis 
“Meanings of a Disaster: The Contested ‘Truth’ 
about Chernobyl” deals with British and French 
Chernobyl debates and the transnationality of 
arguments and actors and won the 2015 Book 
Prize for Young Scholars of the International 

Committee for the History of Technology (ICOHTEC). In 2014, Karena joined the En-
vironmental Policy Research Centre of the FU Berlin. As member of the research 
group “Multi Level Governance-Perspectives on Management of Nuclear Waste 
Disposal,” she worked on questions of conflicts, acceptance and acceptability. 
In April 2016, she took up the position of Assistant Professor at TU/e and is estab-
lishing a new research project in TU/e’s Technology, Innovation & Society Group 
on the role of fear as an argument in pro-technology discourses.

PhD, researcher of Ukrainian theater and drama, 
translator of Ukrainian literature and movies, 
lecturer at the Chair of Intercultural Studies in 
Central-Eastern Europe, Applied Linguistic De-
partment, University of Warsaw  Interests:  dra-
ma studies, Ukrainian literature in translation.  

Dr. Karena Kalmbach 
Eindhoven University of Technology, Netherlands

Dr. Anne Korzeniowska-Bihun  
University of Warsaw, Poland
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He defended his PhD thesis, entitled Reading 
Chernobyl: Psychoanalysis, Deconstruction, Lit-
erature, in April 2015. In April 2016, he authored a 
piece with The Conversation, ‘From fiction to gal-
lows humour – how Chernobyl survivors are still 
coping with trauma’. He is a teaching assistant at 
the University of Stirling in the Division of Litera-
ture and Languages, and the Web Officer of the 
International Gothic Association. He is currently 

researching further cultural methods of trauma abreaction in local survivors of 
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, videogaming as Trauma-Focused Cognitive Be-
havioural Therapy, and Gothic expressions of anxiety in late twentieth and twen-
ty-first century literature, graphic novels, and videogames.
Research Areas: Trauma studies, Memory studies, Gothic studies, Deconstruc-
tion, Psychoanalysis, Videogames theory.

She works at the Department of Literary Theo-
ry at the University of Wrocław, She is a leader 
of Doctoral Students’ Research Group of Literary 
Theory. Her interests deal with ecocritical stud-
ies, postcolonial studies, Polish literature.

Dr. Stuart Lindsay  
University of Stirling, Great Britain

Katarzyna Lisowska   
University of Wrocław, Poland
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PhD, Associate Professor; she works at Mass Me-
dia and Communication Studies Department, 
Dnipropetrovsk National University. 
Interests: environmental humanities, nuclear 
humanities, ecocritical studies, apocalyptic lit-
erature.

PhD Candidate of Russian Language and Culture 
in the School of Language, Translation and Liter-
ary Studies, University of Tampere, Finland. His 
main field of research is late 20th century Russian 
literature from an ecocritical perspective; he is 
currently working on his ecocritical dissertation 
on the representation of rivers in Russian litera-
ture. Of the many movements and trends behind 
ecocriticism his research is most inspired by 

deep ecology, ecofeminism, environmental justice and material ecocriticism.

Dr. Inna Sukhenko   
Dnipropetrovsk National University, Ukraine

Mika Perkiömäki    
University of Tampere, Finland
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moderator

PhD, Intercultural Studies in Central-Eastern Eu-
rope

Dr. Olga Lesicka  
University of Warsaw, Poland

Associate Professor at Chernihiv Taras Shevchen-
ko National Pedagogical University (Ukraine), 
teaching courses in 20th century World Litera-
ture. Her main academic interests have been in 
Contemporary American Literature, with a spe-
cific focus on African American women’s poetry, 
archetypal literary criticism and literary ecology.

Dr. Iryna Yakovenko   
Chernihiv Taras Shevchenko National Pedagogical University, Ukraine

Online speaker


